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Erma  Lee  Barber 


Miss  Erma  Lee  Barber  was  born  anti  reared  in  the  Burns  Community  of  Smith 
County.  She  is  the  daughter  of  the  late  Anslem  Joseph  Barber  and  his  wife  Myra 
Alice  Kelly  Barber.  She  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Burns,  and  because 
her  parents  were  interested  in  her  receiving  the  best  education  possible,  she  spent 
Iter  high  school  years  at  the  boarding  high  school  in  Flora,  Mississippi. 

Miss  Barber  received  the  Bachelor  of  Science  Degree  from  Mississippi  Stale 
College  for  Women  and  did  graduate  work  at  George  Peabody  College  in 
Nashville,  Tennessee. 

Erma  Lee  Barber  has  always  been  engaged  in  the  field  of  education.  She  began  her 
teaching  career  at  White  Oak  School  in  Smith  County.  Her  next  four  teaciting 
positions  were  at  Raleigh,  Madden,  Vicksburg,  and  Leland, 

In  1946,  she  became  assistant  State  Supervisor  of  Home  Economics,  a  position  she 
held  until  she  accepted  a  position  as  social  advisor  at  her  alma  mater,  Mississippi 
State  College  for  Women,  Remaining  at  "The  W"  until  1952,  she  was  contacted  by 
Dr.  L  Q.  Todd,  then  president  of  East  Central  Junior  College,  and  offered  the 
position  as  Dean  of  Women,  She  accepted  the  position  and  remained  as  Dean  of 
Women  at  East  Central  until  her  retirement  in  197 L 

During  her  tenure  at  East  Central,  she  not  only  served  as  a  "second  mother"  to  the 
hundreds  of  young  women  who  lived  in  the  dormitories  she  supervised,  but  she 
participated  in  all  campus  activities  and  was  instrumental  in  writing  the  first 
Student  Handbook  for  the  college.  Miss  Barber  has,  to  the  present,  continued  her 
interest  in  her  church  and  the  Town  of  Decatur. 

Miss  Barber  continues  to  reside  in  Decatur  in  her  home  adjacent  to  the  East 
Central  campus.  Although  it  has  been  almost  fifty  years  since  she  joined  the  East 
Central  family,  she  continues  to  maintain  a  keen  interest  in  the  college  and  the 
activities  of  its  students. 


Presiding 


Dr.  Eddie  M.  Smith, 
President 


Invocation . . . 

Dean  of  Instruction 

Singing  of  the  National  Anthem . * . 

. . .  The  Star-Spangled  Banner 
"The  Ac'cents" 

Mr.  Tony  Kinlon,  Director 

Welcoming  Comments . . . 

Introductions  and  Comments . . 

Dean  of  Students 

Recognition  of  Miss  Erma  Lee  Barber , . 

. .  ..Mr.  Ovid  Vickers, 

Instructor  Emeritus 

Response  from  the  Barber  Family . . 

Nephew  of  Miss  Barber 

Dedicatory  Remarks . Mr.  William  Simpson,  State  Director 

Rural  Development 
Miss  Veronica  Haynes,  Student  Body  Assn.  President 
Mr.  Joe  Killens,  Director  of  Student  Life 


Tour/Open  House . . . 

, .  Student  Services  Staff  and 

Barber  Hall  Residents 

Reception . . 

.  .Student  Services  Staff  and 

Barber  Hal!  Residents 

EAST  CENTRAL 
COMMUNITY  COLLEGE 

DECATUR,  MISSISSIPPI 


Erma  Lee  Barber 
Hall 
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TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  12, 1999 
3:00  P.M. 


Erma  Lee  Barber 


Miss  Erma  Lee  Barber  was  bom  and  raised  in  ihe  Bums  Community  of  Smith 
County  ,  Mississippi,  She  js  the  daughter  of  the  late  Anslem  Joseph  Barber  and  the 
late  Myra  Alice  Kelly  Barber*  She  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Bums  and 
because  her  parents  were  interested  in  her  receiving  the  best  possible  education* 
she  spent  her  high  school  years  at  the  boarding  high  school  located  in  Flora* 
Mississippi, 

Miss  Barber  received  the  Bachelor  of  Science  Degree  from  Mississippi  State 
College  for  Women  and  did  graduate  work  at  George  Peabody  College  in 
Nashville*  Tennessee* 

Erma  Lee  Barber  has  always  been  engaged  in  the  field  of  education.  She  began  her 
teaching  career  at  White  Oak  School  in  Smith  County.  Her  next  four  teaching 
positions  were  at  Raleigh,  Madden*  Vicksburg,  and  Leland. 

In  1946*  she  became  assistant  State  Supervisor  of  Home  Economics,  a  position  she 
held  until  she  accepted  the  position  as  social  advisor  at  her  alma  mater,  Mississippi 
State  College  for  Women.  Remaining  at  "The  W"  until  1952,  she  was  contacted  by 
Dr,  L.  CX  Todd,  then  president  of  East  Central  Junior  College,  and  offered  the 
position  of  Dean  of  Women.  She  accepted  the  position  and  served  as  Dean  of 
Women  at  East  Central  until  her  retirement  in  1971. 

During  her  tenure  at  East  Central  she  not  only  served  as  a  "second  mother"  to  the 
hundreds  of  young  women  who  lived  in  the  dormitories  she  supervised,  she  also 
participated  in  many,  many  campus  activities  and  was  instrumental  in  developing 
the  first  Student  Handbook  for  the  College,  Miss  Barber  has,  to  the  present, 
continued  her  interest  in  her  church,  the  Decatur  United  Methodist  Church,  and  in 
the  Town  of  Decatur, 

Miss  Barber  continues  to  reside  in  Decatur  in  her  home  adjacent  to  the  East 
Central  campus.  Although  it  has  been  almost  fifty  years  since  she  joined  the  East 
Central  family,  she  continues  to  maintain  a  keen  interest  in  the  College  and  in  the 
activities  of  its  students. 


Presiding 


Dr.  Eddie  M.  Smith, 
President 


Invocation  * , . . .  *  *  * . .  .Dr.  Phil  A,  Sutphin, 

IX1  an  of  Instruction 

Singing  of  the  National  Anthem  . . The  Star-Spangled  Banner 

The  Accents" 
Mr.  Tony  Kin  ton.  Director 


Welcoming  Comments .  * . .......  .  *  *  .Dr.  Eddie  M,  Smith 

Introductions  and  Comments . Mr.  Randall  E,  Lee, 

Dean  of  Students 

Recognition  of  Miss  Erma  Lee  Barber . * . Mr.  Ovid  Vickers* 

Instructor  Emeritus 

Response  from  the  Barber  Family . . ******  Mr.  Wayne  Barber* 


Nephew  of  Miss  Barber 

Dedicatory  Remarks . * ,  *  .Mr,  William  Simpson*  State  Director 

Rural  Development 
Miss  Veronica  Haynes,  Student  Body  Assn,  President 
Mr.  Joe  Ki liens,  Director  of  Student  Life 

Tour/Open  House  *  *  * . *******  .  *  *  Student  Services  Staff  and 

Barber  Hall  Residents 


Reception 


.Student  Services  Staff  and 
Barber  Hall  Residents 


Erma  Lee  Barber 

Decatur 

Erma  Lee  Barber,  98,  former  Dean  of 
Women  at  East  Central  Junior  College, 
died  Wednesday,  February  18,  2004,  at 
home.  Visitation  is  6-8p.m,  today  at  On  & 
Lee  Funeral  Home  in  Forest,  Services  are 
10a.m.  Saturday  at  the  funeral  home  with 
burial  in  the  Barber  Family  Cemetery  in 
Burns.  Rev.  H.G.  Winstead  will  officiate. 

Miss  Barber  was  a  native  of  the  Burns 
Community  tn  Smith  County  and  had  been 
a  resident  of  Decatur  since  1951,  She 
was  a  member  of  Burns  United  Methodist 
Church  and  attended  Decatur  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Decatur  for  a  number 
of  years.  Miss  Barber  graduated  from 
Flora  Hagh  School  in  1924  and  entered 
Mississippi  State  College  for  Women,  at 
Columbus,  where  ihe  majored  in  Home 
Economics,  receiving  her  B.S,  degree  in 
1928,  She  immediately  entered  the  pro¬ 
fession  of  teaching  and  for  the  fist  18 
years  she  taught  at  White  Oak  School  in 
Smith  County,  and  at  Raleigh,  Lake,  Mad¬ 
den,  Vicksburg,  and  Letand  high  schools. 
Then,  for  several  years,  she  was  connect¬ 
ed  with  the  State  Department  of  Educa¬ 
tion,  checking  Home  Economics  Depart¬ 
ments  in  South  Mississippi.  But  to  fulfill  an 
ideal,  she  did  post  graduate  work  at 
Peabody  (Nashville),  University  of  Tern 
nessee  (Knoxville),  Mississippi  State,  and 
Mississippi  Southern.  Being  a  person  who 
loves  people  and  with  an  overwhelming 
desire  to  help  others,  especially  girls t 
toward  a  happier  and  more  usef  ul  citizen¬ 
ship,  she  accepted  a  position  in  1947  as 
Social  Advisor  at  Mississippi  State  Col¬ 
lege  for  Women,  her  Alma  Mater  where 
she  remained  for  tour  years.  She  then 
accepted  a  position  with  East  Central 
JuniorColIegeonJuty  1,  1952,  as  Dean  of 
Women  and  remained  under  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  four  college  presidents  for  a  19 
year  period  until  she  retired  on  June  30, 
1971. 

Survivors  include:  two  nephews,  Anse 
Barber  and  wife  Linda  of  Brandon,  and 
Wayne  Barber  and  wife  Corrine  of  Jack- 
son  and  their  families,  She  loved  her 
great -nieces  and  nephews  and  great- 
greai  nieces  and  nephews. 

Memorials  may  be  made  to  Burns  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  105  SCR  32, 
Raleigh,  MS  39153  or  Decatur  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  325,  Decatur,  MS 
39327. 


ERMA  LEE  BARBER  HALL 
GROUND  BREAKING 
PROGRAM 

October  13,  1998 
2:30  p.m. 

Presiding  .  Dr.  Eddie  M.  Smith,  President 


Invocation 


Dr .  Phil  A .  Sutphin 
Dean  of  Instruction 


Welcome, 

Introductions , 

and  Comments . Dr.  Eddie  M.  Smith 


Remarks  .  .  .Mr.  William  Simpson,  State  Director 

USDA  Rural  Development,  Jackson 
Mr,  Randall  Lee,  Dean  of  Students 
Mr.  Wayne  Barber,  Representative  of  the 

Barber  Family 

- - -•>=<••• 


GROUND  BREAKING  PARTICIPANTS 

Mr.  Mike  Allen 
Mr,  Wayne  Barber 
Mr .  Randa 11  Lee 
Mr.  Steve  Lee 
Mr.  Joe  McDorman,  Jr. 
Miss  Laura  Ming 
Mr.  Charles  Moulds 
Mr.  Jerry  Nance 
Mr.  Billy  Nicholson 
Mr .  Michael  Peterson 
Mr.  William  Simpson 
Dr.  Eddie  M,  Smith 
Mr,  Oliver  Smith 
Dr .  Phil  A .  Sutphin 


YOU  ARE  CORDIALLY  INVITED 


TO  ATTEND  THE 

Ground  Breaking 
Ceremony 

FOR  THE 

Construction 

of 

Erma  Lee  Barber  Hall 

East  Central 
Community  College 

October  13,  1998,  230  p.m. 
South  Campus 
Decatur,  Mississippi 


oUege 


Rust 


Holly  Springs ,  Mississippi 


Congratulates 


East  Central  Community  College 


on  the  dedication  of  the 


Erma  Lee  Barber  Hall 


October  12,  1999 

A 


David  L  Beck! ex.  President 


